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LETTERS. 


Sent to Great-Britain, by his Fxcellency: 
Thomas Hutchinſon, the Hon. Andrew 
Oliver, and ſeveral other Perſons, BoRN 
AND EDUCATED AMONG us. 


Which original Letters have been returned 
to America, and laid before the honor- 
able Houſe of Repreſentatives of this 


Province. 


In which (notwithlanding his Excellency's 
Declaration to the Houſe, that the Ten- 
dency and Deſign of them was not to 


ſubvert the Ceonflitution, but rather to 


reſerve it cntir: the judicious Reader 
will diſcover the fatal Source of the 
Conſuſion and Bloodſhed in which this 
Province cipecially has been involved, 


and which threatned total Deſtructicn 


to the Liberties of all America. 
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Beſton, E June, 1768. 

8 IX. 1 

S you allow me the honour of your 
correſpondence, I may not omit ac- 
quainting you with ſo remarkable an 

| event as the withdraw of the com- 

miſſoners of the cuſtoms and moſt of the other 

. officers. under them from the town on board the 


Romney, with an intent to remove from thence 
to the caſtle. ; 1on | 
In the eveningjof the 1oth a loop belong- 
ing to Mr. Hancock, a repreſentative for Boſton, 
and a wealthy merchant, of great influence over 
the populace, was ſeized by the collector and 
-eomptroller for a very netorious breach of the 
acts of trade, and, after ſeizure, taken into cuſto- 
dy by the officer of the Romney man of war, 
and remov'd under command of her. guns. It 
is pretended chat the removal and not ine ſeizure 


B incenſed 


1 
jucenſed the people. It feems not very ma- 
1 * 


terial which it was—A mob was im 
Tais'd, the officers inſulted, bruis'd and muc 
hurt, and the windows of ſome of their houſes 
broke; a boat belonging to the colleftor burnt 
in triumph, and many threats utter'd againſt the 
commiſſioners and their officers : no notice being 
taken of theis extravagance in the time of it, 
nor any endeavours by any authority except the 
governor, the next day to diſcover and puniſh 
the offenders ; and there being a rumour of a 
higher mob intended monday (the 13th) in the 
evening the commiſſioners, four f them, thought 
— * altogether unſafe, being deſtitute of 
prone, and. remov'd with their families to the 
omney, and there remain and hold their board, 
and next week intend to do the fame, and alfo 
open the cuſtom-houſe at the caſtle. 'The go- 
vernor preſs*d the council to affiſt him with their 
advice, but they declin'd and evaded calling it 
a bruſh or ſmall difturbance by boys and negroes, 
not conſidering bow much it muft be reſented in 
England that the officers of the crown ſhoukd 
think themſelves obliged to quit the place of 
their reſidence and go on board a King's ſhip for 
ſafety, and all the internal authoriry of the pro- 
- vince take no notice of it The town of Boſton 
have had repeated meetings, and by their votes 
declared the commiſſioners and their officers 2 
great grievance, and yeſterday inſtructed their 
repreſentatives to endeavor that enquiry ſhould 
be made by the aſſembly whether any perſon 
by writing or in any other way had encouraged 
the ſending troops here, there beipg ſome alarm- 
ing reports that troops are expected, but have 
N not 


L 8 I 
not taken any meaſares to diſcountenance the 
promoters of the late proceedings; but on the 
contrary appointed one or more of the actors or 
abettors on 4 committev appointed to wait on the 
governor, and to deſire him to order the man 
war out of the harbour. W ts 
- Ignorant as they be, yet the heads of a Boſton 
town-meeting influences all publick meaſures. 
It is not poſſible this anarchy ſhould laſt al- 
ways. - Mr. Hallowell who will be the bearer 
of this tells me he has the honour of being per- 
ſonally known to yon, I beg leave to refer you 
to him for a more full account. 
I am with great eſteem, 
Sir, your moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 
THO. ' HUTCHINSON. 


— — — — — — — — 
Beton, Auguſt 1768. 
SIX. 


T is very necrſſary (ther information ſhould 
A be had in England of the preſent ſtate & the 
eommnthoners of the cuſtoms than what common 
fame will bring to you or what you will receive 
from moſt of the letters which go from hence, 
people in general being preju by many falſe 
reports and miſrepreſentations concerning them. 
Seven eighths of the people of the country ſup- 
pole the board itſelf to be unconſtitutional and 
_ be undeceived and brought to believe 

at a board has exiſted in England all this cen- 
tury, and chat the board cſlablifſie] here has ns 
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1 iouſly and very wickedly 
liſh the contrary. 2 lng has <A oof 
ken to prejudice the country againſt the - perſons. 
of the commiſſioners and their characters have 
been miſrepreſented and cruelly treated eſpeci- 
ally ſince their coufinement at the caſtle where 
they are not fo likely to hear what is ſaid of 
them and are not ſo able to confute it. 
It is now pretended they need not to-have 
withdrawn, that Mr. Williams had ſtdod his 
ground without any injury although the mob be- 
ſet his houſe, &c. There never was that ſpirit 
raiſed againſt the under” officers as: againſt the 
commilgoners, I mean four of them; They had 
a public affront offered them by the town of 
Boſton who refuſed to give the uſe of their hall 
for a public dinner unleſs it was ſtipulated that 
the commiſſioners ſhould not be invited. An 
affront of the ſame nature at the motion of Mr, 
Hancock was offered by a company of cadets, 
Soon after a veſſel of Mr. Hancock's being ſeiz - 
ed the officers were mobb'd and the commiſſion- 
ers were informed they were threatned. 'I own 
I was in pain for them. I do not believe if the 
mob had ſeized them, there was any authority 
able and willing to have reſcued them. After 
they bad withdrawn the town ſignified to the go - 
vernor by a meſſage that it was expected or deſi- 
red they ſhould not return. It was then the ge- 
neral voice that it would not be ſafe for them to 
return. After all this the ſons of liberty ſay 
they deſerted or abdicated. ah 
The other officers of the cuſtoms in general 
euer did not leave the town or ſoon returned to 
il 
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jt. Some of them ſeem to be diſcontented wick 
the commiſſioners. Great pains have been taken 
to increafe the diſcontent. Their office by theſe 
means is rendered extremely burdenſome. Eve- 

thing they do is found fault with, and yet 
no particular fllegality or even irregularity men- 
tioned, There is too much hauteur ſome of + 
their officers ſay in the treatment , they receive. 
They ſay they treat their officers as. the commiſ- 
ſioners treat their officers, in England and re- 

dire no greater deference. After all it is not 

the perſons but the office of the commiſſioners 
which has raiſed this ſpirit, and the diſtinction 
made between the commiſſioners is becauſe it ha 
been given out that four of them were in fave p 
of the new © eſtabliſhment, and the % 20 
not. If Mr. Hallowel! arrived fafe' he can ins 
form you many circumſtances relative to this dif- 
tinction which I very willingly excuſe myſelf 
from mentioning. = * | 

I know of no burden brought upon the fair 
trader by the new eſtabliſhment. The illicit 
trader finds the riſque greater than it uſed to be, 
eſpecially in the port where the board is con- 
ſtantly held. Another circumſtanee which in- 
creaſes the prejudice is this; the new duties hap» 
pened to take place juſt about rhe time the com- 
miſſioners arrived. People have abſurdly con- 
nected the duties and board of commiſſoners, 
and ſuppoſe we ſnould have had no addirjo;:al 
duties if there bad been no board to have the 
charge of collecting them. Wich all the aid you 
cin give to the officers of the crown they will 
have enough to do to maintain the authority of 
government and to carry ihe laws into execution. 


If 
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If they are diſcountenanced, neglected or fail of 
ſupport from you, they muſt ſubmit to every 
thing the preſent oppoſers of government think 
fit to require of them. 

There is no office under greater diſcourage- 
ments than that ef the commiſſioners. Some of 
my friends recommended me to the miniſtry, I 
think myſelf very happy that I am not one, In- 
deed it would have been incompatible with my 
poſt as chief juſtice, and I muſt have dcclincd it, 
and I ſhould do it although no greater ſalary had 
been affixed to the chief juſtices place than the 
{mall pittance allowed by the province. 

From my acquaimance with the commiſſionert 
I have received a perſonal eſteem for them, but 
my chief inducement to make this repreſenta- 
tion to y__ is a regard to the public intereſt which 
I am ſure will ſuffer it the oppoſition carry their 
point againſt them. 

I am with very great eſteem, 

Sir, your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
THO. HUTCHINSON. 


Auguſt 10. Teſterſtay at a meeting of the 
merchants it was agreed by all preſent to give 
no more orders for goods from England, nor re- 
ceive any on commiſſion untill the late acts are 
repealed. And it is ſaid all except fixteen in the 
town have ſubſcribed an engagement of that te- 
nor. I hope che ſubſcription will be printed 
that I may tranſinit it to yon. 


| 


—— 
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Basten, 
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Boſton, 41h Ochlber 1768. 


Dxaxn Sm, 


WAS abfent upon one of our circuits when Mr. 

Byles anos. Since my return I have re- 
ceived from him your obliging letter of 3 1ſt July. 
I never dared to think what the reſentment of 
the nation would be upon Hallowell's arrival. 
It is not ſtrange that meaſures ſhould be imme- 
diately taken to reduce the colonies to their 
former ſtate of government and order, but that 
the national funds ſhould be affected by it is to 
me a Intle myſterious and ſurprizing. Princi- 
ples of government abſurd enough ſpread thro? 
all the colonies ; but J cannot think that in any 
colony, people of any conſideration have ever 
been ſo mad as to think of a revalt, Many of 
the common people have deen in a frenzy, and 
ralk*d of dying in defence of their liberties, and 
have ſpoke and printed what is highly criminal, 
and too many of rank above the vulgar, and ſome 
in public poſts havecountenanced and encouraged 
them untill they increafed fo much in their num- 
bers and in their opinion of their importance as 
to fubmit to government no further than they 
thought proper. The legiſlative powers have 
deen influenced by them, and the executive 
powers intirely Joſt their force. There has 
deen continual danger of mobs and inſurrections. 
but they would have fpent all their force within 
ourſelves, the offteers of the Crown and fome 
of the few friends who darcd to ſtand by them 
poſſibly might have been knock'd in the head, 
and ſome fuch fatal cycnt would probably have 
brought 
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brought the people to their ſenſes, For four or 
five weeks pa The diſtemper has been growing, 
and I confeſs I have not been without ſome 
apprehenfions for myſelf, but my friends have 
had more for me, and I have had repeated and 
frequent notices from them from different quar- 
ters, one of the laſt I will inclofe to you., In 
this ſtate of things there was no ſecurity but 
quitting my poſts, which nothing but the Jaſt 
extremity would juſtify, As chief juſtice for 
wo years after our firſt diſorders I kept. the 
. juries tollerably well to their duty. The 
haſt ſpring there had been ſeveral riots, and a 
moſt infamous libel had been publiſhed in one of 
the papers, which I enlarged upon, and the 
and jury had determined to make preſentments, 
| £2 the attorney-general not — them the 
firſt day, Otis and his creatures who were alarm- 
ed and frightned exerted themſelves the next 
day and prevailed upon ſo many of the jury to 
change their voices, that there was not a ſufficient 
number left to find a bill. They have been ever 
fince more enraged againſt me than ever. At the 
deſire of the governor I committed to writi 
the charge while ir v7 in my memory, and as 
have no further uſe for it 1 will incloſe it as it 
may give you ſome idea of our judicatories, 
Whilſt we were in this ſlate, news came of two 
regiments being ordered from Halifax, and ſoon 
after two more from Ireland. The minds of 
people were more and more agitated, broad hints 
were given that the troops ſhould never land, a 
barrel of tar was placed upon the bacon, in the 


night to be fied to bring in the country when the 


government 
# © following Letter, 


f 14 J 


troops appeared, and all the authority of. the 
gavernment-was not ſtrong enough to remove it. 
The town of Boſton met and paſſed a number 
of weak but very criminal votes ; and as the o- 
vernor declined, calling an aſſembly they ſent 
circular letters to all the towns and diſtricts to 
ſend a. perſon each chat there might be a general 
conſultation at ſo extraordinary a criſis. They 
met and ſpent a week, made themſelves ridicu- 
lous, and then diſſolv'd themſelves, after a meſ- 
ſage or two to the governor which he refuſed to 
receive; a petition to the King which I dare fag 
their agent. will never W allow'd 10 preſent, ar 
a reſult which they have publiſhed ill. natured 
and impotent. FC 
In this confuſion the troops from Halifax ar- 
rived. I never was much afraid of the people's 
taking arms, but I was apprehenſive of violence 
from the mob, it being their laſt chance before 
the troops could land. As the proſpect of re- 
venge became more certain their courage abated 
in proportion. Two regiments are landed, but 
a new grievance. is now rais d. The troops are 


* 


by act of parliament to be quartered no where. 


elſe but in the barracks untill they are full. 


There are barracks. enough at the cal:le to hold 


bath regiments. It is therefore againſt the act to 
bring any of them into town. This was ſtarted 
by the council in their anſwer to the governor, 
which to make themſelves popular, they in an 
unprecedented way publiſhed and have alarmed 
all the province ; for although none but the moſt 
contraſted minds could put ſuch a conſtruction 
upon the act, yet after this declaration of the 
council nine tenths of the * ſuppoſe it juſt. 
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I wiſh the act had been better expreſs'd, but it 
is abſurd to ſuppoſe the parliament intended to 
take from the King the direction of his forces by 
confining them to a place where any of the co- 
lonies might think fit to build barracks. It is 
beſides ungrateful, for it is known to many that 
this proviſion was brought into the bill after it 
had been framed without it, from meer favor to 
the colonies. I hear the commander in chief has 
provided barracks or quarters, but a doubt AiH 
remains with ſome of the council, whether they 
are to furniſh 'the; artigles. required, unlefs the 
men are in the province barratks, and they are 
to determine upon it to day. 

The government has been ſo long in the 
hands of the populace that it muſt come out of 


them by degrees, at leaſt it will be a work of 


time to bring the people back to juſt notions of 
the nature of government. 


Mr. Pepperretf a young gentleman of good 


character, and grandſon and principal heir to the 


late Sir William Pepperrell being bound to Lon- 


don, I ſhall deliver this letter to him, as it will 


be too bulky for poſtage, and defire him to wait 


upon you with it. | 


I am with very great eſteem, | 
Sir, your moſt humble and moſt obedient ſervant, 


THO. HUTCHINSON. 


SIR, 


1 


SIX, 


E great eſteem I have for you in every 
point of light, uh renders my fears 
and doubts for the ſafety of your perſon greater 
than they ought to be; however if that is an error, 
it certainly reſults from true friendſhip, naturally 
jealous. Laſt night I was informed by a gentle- 
man of my acquaintance, who had his informa- 
tion from one intimate with and knowing to the 

infernal purpoſes of the ſons of liberty às the 
falſely ſtile chemſel ves that he verily believ'd, 
from the terrible threats and menaces by thoſe 
catalines againſt you, that your life is greatly in 
danger. This informant I know is under obli- 
gations to you and is a man of veracity, He 
expreſs'd himſelf with concern for you, and the 
gentleman N r me wich this. horrid cir- 
cumſlance, aſſured me he was very uneaſy till 
| 25 had notice. I ſhould have done myſelf the 
Honor of waiting on you but am neceſſarily pre- 
vented. The duty eres t® you as a friend 
and tothe public as a member of ſociety, would 
hot ſuſſer me to reſt till I had put your honor 
upon your guard ; for tho? this may be a falſe 
alarm, nothing would have given me greater 
pain, if any accident had happen'd, and I had 
been ſilent. If poſſible I will ſee you to mor- 
row, and let you know further into this black 
aſſair. And am with the ſincereſt friendſhip 

and reſpect, your honors moſt obedient, 

and moſt humble ſervant, 
ROB. AUCHMUTTY. 
To the hon'ble Thomas Hutchinſon, 
Scpt. 14. 1768. 
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Dzarx Sm, Boſton, 10th December 1768. 

TJ. AM juſt now informed that a number of the 

council, perhaps 8 or ro, who live in and near 
this town, have met together and agreed upon a 
long addreſs or petition to parliament, and that it 
will be ſent by this ſhip to Mr. Bollan to be pre- 
ſented. Mr. Danforth who is preſident of the 
council told the governor upon enquiry, that it 
was ſent to him to ſign, and he ſuppoſed the teſt 
of the council who had met together would ſign 
after him in order, but he had fince found ' that 
they had wrote over his hame by order of council, 
Which, makes it appear to be an act of council, 
This may be a low piece of cunning in him, bit 
he it as it may, it's proper it ſhould be known that 
the whole is no more than the doings of a part of 
the council only, although even that is not yy 
material, ſince, if they bad all been prefent wit - 
aut the governor's ſummons the meeting would 
have been. irregular and unconſtitutional, and 
ought to be diſcountenanced and cenſured. I 
ſupppſe there is no inſtance of the privy council's 


.meengg and 8 8 without the king's 
preſence or ſpecial, direction, except in commit. 


tees upon ſuch buſineſs as by his majeſty's order 
has been referr'd to them by an act of council, 


160 | FIT 43 i 
and I have known no inſtance here without the 


governor until within, three or four months paſt, 
I thought it very neceſſary the circumſtances 


of this proceeding ſhould be known, tho? if there 


be no peceſſity for it, I think it would be belt it 
ſhovld-not be known that the intelligence comes 
from mc, I am with very great regard, , Sit, 
your moſt humble and moſt obedicat forvert, 
— THO, HU TCHINEON. 
Pin, 


E 
Boſton, 2 0 b January 1769. 


Dear Sm, | 
70 U have laid me under very great obliga- 
Y tions by the very clear and full account of 
proceedings in 1 which I received from 
you by Capt. Scott. You have alſo done much 
ſervice to the people of the province. For a 
day or two after the ſhip arrived; the bnemies vf 
government gave out that their friends in-parlia- 
ment were increaſing, and all things would be 
ſoon on the old footing ; in other words that all 
acts impoſing duties would be repealed, the com- 
miſſioners board diſſolved, the cuſtoms pat on the 
old footing, and 7//icit trade be carried! on with 
little or no hazard. It was very fortunate. that 
I had it in my power to prevent ſuch a falſe re- 
pr entation from ſpreading through the province. 
1 have been very cautious of uſing your name, 
but I have been very free in publiſhing abroad 
the ſubſlance of your letter, and declaring that 
1 had my intelligence from the beſt authority, 
and have in a great meaſute defeated the ill de- 
ſign in raiſing and attempting to fpread ſo gronnd- 
leſs a report. What marks of reſentment the 
parliament will ſhow, whether they will be up- 
on the province in general or particular perſons, 
is extremely uncertain, but that they will be pla- 
ced ſomewhere is moſt certain, and I add, becauſe 
Ini it ought to be fo, that thoſe who have 
been moſt ſteady in preſerving the conflicution 
and oppoſing the licentiouſneſs of ſuch as call 
tnemſclves ſons of liberty will certainly meet 

with fayor and encouragement. VS'( "1 
This 


[ 16 J 


This is moſt certainly a criſis. I really wiſh 
that there may not have been the leaſt degree 
of ſeverity beyond what is abſolutely neceſſary 
to maintain, I think I may ſay to you the depen- 
dance which a colony 'ought to have upon the pa- 
rent ſtate ; but if no meaſures ſhall have been 
taken to ſecure this dependance, or nothing more 
than ſome declaratory acts or reſolves, :t 7s all 
over with us. The friend: of government will be 
utterly diſheartned, and the friends of anarchy 
will be afraid of nothing, be it ever ſo extravagant. 

The laſt veſſel from London had a quick pal- 
| Yage. We er pect to be in ſuſpenſe for the three 
or four next weeks and then to hear our fate. I 
never think of the meaſures neceſſary for the 
peace and good order of the colonies without 
pain. There muſt be an abridgment of what 
Are calledEngliſh liberties. I relieve myſelf by 
conſidering that in a remove from the ſtate of 

nature to the moſt perfect ſtate of government 
there mult be a great reſtraint of natural liberty. 
I doubt whether it is poſſble tc projet a ſyſlem 
af government in which a colony 30 miles 
.diflant from the parent ſtate ſhall enjoy all the 
liberty of the parent ſlate. I am certain I have 
never yet (een the projection. I wiſh the good 
of the colony wken I wiſh to ſee ſome further 
reſtraint of liberty rather than the connexion 
with the pareat ſtate ſhould be broken ; for I am 
ſure ſuch a breach muſt preve the ruin of the 
colony. Pardon me this excurſhon, it really pro- 
cceds from the (tate of mind into which our per- 
plcxed affairs often thraws me. 
I have the honor to be with very great eſteem, 
Sir, your moſi humble and moſt obedient ſervant, 


TrtiO, HUTCHINSON, 


1 
Biſtien, 20th Ofteber, 1 569. 


Dear Six, 


THANK you for your laſt favor of July 
' 18th. I fancy in my laſt to you about tus 
months ago I have anſwered rhe greateſt part of it. 
My opinion upon the combination of the mer- 
chants, t gave you very fully. How long they 
will be able to continue them if parliament 
ſhould not inter poſe is uncertain, In moſt at- 
ticles they may another year, and you run the 
riſque of their ſubſtituting when they are put to 
their ſhifts. ſomething of their own in the place 
of what they uſed to have from you, and which 
they will never return to you for. But it 13 not 
poſſible that proviſion for diſſolving theſe com- 
binations and ſubjecting all who do not rt nounce 
them to penalties adequ te to the offence ſhould 
nt be made the firſt week the parliament meets. 
- Certainly all parties will unite in ſo extraordinary 
caſe if they never do in any other. So much 
has been ſaid upon the repeal of the duties laid 
by the laſt act, that it will render it very difficult 
to keep people's minds quiet if that ſhould be 
refuſed them. They deſerve puniſhment. you 
will ſay, but laying or. continuing taxes upon all 
cannot be thought equal, ſeeing many will be 
puniſhed who are not offenders. Penalties of 
another kind ſeem better adapted. 

I have been tolerably treated fince the go- 
vernor's departure, no other charge being made 
againſt me in our ſcandalous news-papers except 
my bad principles in matters of government, and 
this charge has had little eſſect, and a great many 
friends promile me ſupport. 1 
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- I muſt beg the favor of yon to keep ſecret 


every thing I write, untill we are in 2 . 
tled ſtate, tor the party here either by their 
agent, or by fone of ther emiſſaries in London, 
have ſent them eyery report or rumor of the 
contents of letters wrote from hence. I hope 
we ſhall ſee better times both here and in Eng: 
land. I am with great eſteem, 
Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 
THO. HUTCHINSON. 


— Ml — 


Boſton, = May 1767. 
SIR, | 
AM indebted.to you for the obliging manner 


in which you receiv'd my recommendation 
of my good friend Mr. Paxton, as well as for the 
account you are pleaſed to ſend me of the ſitua- 
tion of affairs in the mother country. _ _ 

I am very forry that the colonies give you 
ſo much employment, and it is impoſſible to ſay 
how long it will be before things ſettle into quiet 
among us. We have ſome here who have been 
ſo buſy in fomenting the late diſturbances, that 
they may nowethink it needful for their own ſe- 
.curity to keep up the ſpirit, They have plumed 
themſelves much upon the victory they have 
gained, and the ſupport they have ſince met with ; 
nor could any thing better ſhew what they would 
ſtill be at, than the manner in which by their own 
account publiſhed i in the news-papers laſt Auguſt 
they celebrated the 14th of that month, as the 


firſt anniverſaty commemoration of what any 
ha 
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had done at the tree of liberty oh that day cha 
year before. Here a number of reſpectable 


as they inform us now met, and a- 
mong other toaſts drank general Paoli, and the 
ſpark of liberty kindled in Spain. I am now 
{peaking of 2 few individuals only, the body of 
the people are well diſpoſed, yet when you come 
to ſee the journal of the houſe of repreſentatives 
the lat ſeſſion, I fear you will think that the 
ſame ſpirit hes ſeized our public counſels: I att 
however fairly ſay thus much in behalf of the 
government; that the laſt houſe was picked by 
means of a pubhe proſcti ption juſt before the 
election, of the greateſt part of thoſe who had 
appeared in the preceding ſeſſion in the A 
government: their names were publi in 
an inflammatory news- paper, and their conſtitu-⸗ 
ents made to believe they were about to ſell them 
for ſlaves, Writs are now out fot a new aſſem- 
bly, but I cannot anſwer for the choice: I hope 
however that the people in general are in a bettet 
temper ; yet the moderate mei have been ſo 
browbeaten in the - houſe, and found themſelves 
ſo inſignificant thete the Jaſt year; that ſome of 
them will voluntarily decline comirig again. I 
think this. Jooks too much like a deſpait of the 
common-wealth, and cannot be juſtified on pa- 
triotic principles. oy 3 
| The elechon of counſellofs was Eartied the 
laſt yeat as might have been expected from ſuch 
an houſe. 1 he officers of the crown and the 
jedges of the ſtiperior court were excluded. And 


I hear that it is the deſign of ſome who expe& 
to be returned members of the houſe this year to 
wake ſure work at the enſuing election of coun⸗ 
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feſlors, dy excluding if they ran, the gemlemen 
of the councib (who by charter femain ſuch till 
others are choſen in their room) from any ſhare 
in the choice, tho” they have always had their 
voice in it hitherto” from the firſt arrival of the 
charter, If the houſe do this, they will have 
it in their power to model the council as they 

leaſe, and throw all the powers of government 
into the hands of the people, unleſs the gover nor 
ſhould again exert his negative as he did the laſt 

ear. 145 8 
Jou have doubtleſs ſeen ſome of the corivus 
meſſages from the late houſe to the governor, and 
can't but have obſerved with how little decency 
they have attacked both the govetnor and the 
Heutenant governor. They have alſo in effect 
forced the council to declare themſelves parties 
in the quarrel they had againſt the latter in a 
matter of mere indifference. In their meſſage 
to the goverfor of the 31ſt of January they 
have  explicirly charged the lieutenant governor 
(a gentleman toom they are more indebted 
than to ahy one man in the government) with 
« ambition and luſt of power“, merely for pay- 
ing a compliment to the governor agrecable to 
ancient uſage, dy attending him to court and 
being preſent- in the couneil-· chamber when he 
made his ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſion; 
at which time they go onto ſay, ** none but the 
general court and their ſervants are intended to 
be preſent“, ſtill holding out to the people the 
ſervants of the crown as objects of infignificance, 
ranking the ſecretary with their door-keeper, a8 
ſervants of the aſſembly; for the ſecretary with 
his clerks and the door-keeper are the on 


* 


— per ſons '; | 
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per ſons -profent with the aſſembly on ' theſe 
occakons: -'-- —— . NP | 


- 
* 


The officers of the crown. being ihus leſſen d 
in the eyes of the people, takes off their weight 
and influence; and the balance will of courſe 
turn in favor of the people, and what makes 
them ſtill more inſignificant is their dependanee 
on the people fot a neceſſary ſupport : If ſomt- 
thing were left to the goodwill: of the people. 
yet nature ſhould be ſure of 2 ſupport. The 
governot's ſalary has for about 35 years paſt 
been pretty well underſtood to be à thouſand 
pound a year ſterling. When this ſum was firſt 
agreed to, it was very well; but an increaſe of 
wealth ſince has brought along with it an increaſe 
of luxury, ſo that what was ſufficient to keep up 
a proper diſtinction and ſupport the dignity” of a 
governor then, may well be ſuppoſed to be in- 
ſufficient for the purpoſe now. The lieutenant 
governor has no appointments as ſuch : the ca 
taincy of Caſtle-William which may be worth 
L120 ſterling a year is looked vpon indeed as 
an appendage to his commiſſion, and the late lieu- 
tenant governor enjoyed no other appointment : 
he lived a retired life upon his own eſtate in the 
country, and was eaſy. The preſent lieus enant 
governor indeed has other appointments, but the 
people are quarrelling with him for it, and will 
not fuffer him to be eaſy unleſs he will retire alſo. 
The ſecretary may have ſomething more than 
L. zoo a year ſterling, but has for the two laſt 
ears been allowed C. 60 lawful money a year 
Jeſs than had been uſual for divers years preced- 
wg, tho' he had convinced the houſe by their 
committee that without this deductien he would 
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have had no more than C. 2 50 ſterling per annum 
n fees, perquiſites and ſalary altogether, which 
** the one half of his annual ex } 
The crown did by charter reſerve to itſelf the 
1 eas of a governor, Jieutenant 
1 the deſign of this was without 
Joube to A ſome _ — balance . 
the powers the crown a the people; ut 
if officers * not in ſame meaſure independent 
of the peqple (for it is difficult to ferve two 
en — will ſometimes have a hard ſtruggle 
between duty to the crown and a regard to ſelf, 
which muſt be a very diſagreeable ſituation to 
them, as well as a — — to the authority of 
government. The officers of the crown are very 
| wh and are therefore the more eaſily provided 
for without burdening the people: and ſuch pra- 
viſion ¶ look upan as neceſſary ta the — 
4d ſupport of of the King's authority. 

But jt may be ſaid how can any * meaſures 
be taken withput railing new diſturbances ? The 
manufacturers in England will rife again and de- 
feat the meaſures of goverument. This game 
*ris true has been played once and ſucceeded, and 
it has been aſercgd here, that it is in the power 
of rhe colonies at any time to raiſe a rebellion 
in England by refuſing ta fend for their manu- 
faftures, For my own part I do not believe this, 
The merchants in England, and I don't know 
but thoſe in London and Briſtol only, might al- 
ways govern in this matter and quiet the manu - 
ſaturcr, The merchant's yiew is always to his 
wn intereſt, As the trade is now managed, the 
Healer here ſends to the merchant in England for 
e goods ; upon theſe goods the Eogluth, _ 

| aut 
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1 t pate » profit of 10 cr more probablyof rp 


per cent when he ſends them to his employer 
America. The merchant is fo jealous of fore» 


going this profit, that an American trader cannot 
well purchaſe the he wants of the manu» 
facturer; for ſhould the merchant know that 
manufacturer had ſupplied anAmericay, he wo 
take off no more of hig wares. The merchants 

therefore having this profit in yiew will by one 
means or other ſecyre it. They know the goods 
which the American market demands, and may 
therefore ſafely take them off from the manu- 
facturer, tho“ they ſhould have no orders for 
Mipping them this year or perhaps the next; and 
I dare ſay, it would not he longer before the 
Americans would elamour for a ſupply of goods 
from England, for it is vain to think they Kn 

en, 


ſupply themſelves. The merchant might 

ut an advanced price upon his goods, and poſſi- 
bly be able to make his own terms; or if it ſhould 
be thought the goods would not bearan adyanced 
yr to indemnify him, it might be worth while 
for the government to agree with the merchants 
before hand to allow them a premium equivalent 
to the advance of their ſtock, and ben the game 
would ve. over, | | 


J have wrote with freedom in confidence of 
my name's not being uſed on the occaſion. For 
though L have wrote nothing but what in my 
conſcience I thiak an American may upon juſt 
principles advance, and what a ſervant of the 
crown ought upon all proper occaſions to ſuggeſt, 
yet the many prejudices I have to combat with 


may reader it unfit it ſhould be made. public 


1 
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communicated to governor -Bargard what 
Heer a e concerning him, e 3 
10 preſent you his compliments; and. det . y 
know. that he is obliged to you for the exp 
ons of your regard for bis injured een 
I am, wich great reſpeci, 
Sir, your mol} r bent an mol. bumble ſerva0k 
aid 0 A why . 
1 Je acgeptance of 2 journal! 
the laſt ſeſſion which is put 
up in a box direſted to the ſecre _ 
0 of * of trade. 
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f 1 AM this moment favored with your very ob- 
liging letter byCa Jarvis of the 2d March, 
which I have but juſt time to acknowledge, 

this is the day given out for the ſhip to fail. I 
wrote you the 23d of February in reply to your 
Jetter of the 28th December, that of the 12th 
February which you refer to in this af the. 2d of 
March is not yet come to hand. You lay me, 
ſir, under the greateſt obligations as well for the 
intereſling account of public affairs which you are 
from time to time pleaſed to tranſmit me, as far 
your ſteady attention to my private concerns. I 
mall always have the moſt grateful ſenſe of Mr. 
Grenville's intentions of favor alſo, whether I 
ever reap any benefit from them or not. With- 


out a proper ſupport afforded to the king's 2 
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the reſpect due to government will” of cour fe 
foil; yet J eannot ſay whether under the preſent 
eircumſtances, and conſidering the remper 'the 
people are now in, an additional provifion for me 
would be of real benefit to me perſonally or not. 
It has been given out that no per ſon who receives 
4 ſtipend from the government at home, - ſhall 
live in the country. Government here wants 
fome ef2#ual ſupport : No ſooner was it khowfi 
that the lieut. governor had a. provifion of: £.200 
a year made for him out ef the revenue, than he 
was adviſed in the Boſton Gazette to reſign all 
pretenſions to a ſear in council, either with of 
without a voice, The temper of the people 
may be ſurely learnt from that infamous paper; 
it is the very thing that forms their temper; fot. 
if they are not in the temper of tHe writer at tHe 
time of the publication, yet it is looked upon at 
the ORACLE, and they ſoon bring their temper 
to it, Some of the lateſt of them are very expreſ: 
five, I will not trouble you' With ſending then; 
as I imagine they ſomehow or other find theĩt 
way to you: But I cannot but apprehend from 
theſe papers and from hints that are thrown out, 
that if the petition of the Houſe to his Majeſty 
and their letters to divers noble Lords ſhould 
fail of ſucceſs, ſome people will be mad enough 
to go to extremities. The commiſſioners of the 
caſtoms have already been openly affronted, 
the governar's company of Cadets have tome ts 
a reſolutiom not to wait on him (as uſual) on the 
day of General Election the 25th inſtant if 
thoſe gentlemen are of the company. And the 
Town of Boſton have paſſed a Vote that Faneũ- 
i (in which the governor and his company 
* uſually 
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uſually dine on that day) ſnall not t 
| ebay commiſſioners are invited ta dine with 
RAE IRS: 

a/s pn n print 1 per by wa 
ſncer on Lord Shelburne's letter, made wp of 
king's officers ;' which liſt, the writer ſays, if 
adopted at the next general election may take 
away all grounds of complaint, and may poſſibly 
ve a healing and very VN meaſure. The 
ieutenant governor is at the head of this liſt, they 
have done me the honor to put me next, the 
commill: 1 2 the Ae are all in the liſt 
except Mr. Tenple, and to compleat the liſt, 
have ated fm of the _ I never 
thought till very lately that they ated upon any 
felfled plan, nor do I now think they have lt 
of late; a few, a very few, among us bave 
planned the preſent meaſures, and the govern- 
ment has been too weak to ſubdue their turbu- 
Jent ſpirits. Our ſituation is not rightly known; 
bur it is a matter worthy of the moſt ſerious at · 


bo, 7 I amwith the greateſt teſpect, 
Sir, your moſt obedient and 
molt humble Servant, 


And“. Oliver, 


3 


Boſton, 


1 thall rake proper cate to forward 
- your Letter to Mr. Ingerfol. He 
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| HAVE your ver obligipg Favor of the 4th 
of October. I Aud myfelf conſtrained at 

. well bz chi letter as by my ſon, and daygh- 
ter Spooger's letters ſince; to render vou my 
ja ſincere thanks forthe very polite notice you 
ave taken of them; and-I pray my * V 
pectful compliments to the good lady your mo- 
ther, whoſe friendly reception of them at Non- 
ſuch has, 1 find engaged their warmeſt eſteem 
and reſpet— He hath wrote, us that he had 4 
proſpeR of ſucceeding, in the e went 
upon; but thę laſt letter. we bad was from her 
of Id of November, aequainting us that he 
had been very ill, but was getting better. She 
writes as a perſon overcome with a-ſenſe' of the 
kindneſs they, had met with, in a place where 
they were ſtrangers, on this trying occalion,  . 
_ You have heard, of the arrival of the K g 
troops, the quiet reception they tet withumo g 
us was not at all ſurprizing to,me.—I an Boy 
there was any, occaſion for Lale them. From 
the addreſs of the Gentlemen of the Council to 
General Gage, it might be ſuppoſed there was 
none. I have ſeen à letter from our friend In- 
ger ſoll with this paraphraſe upon it We hope 
that your Excellency obſerving with your own 
eyes now the troops are among us, our peacea- 
blefnd quiet behavior, will be convinced that 
that wicked G r B - d told a fib in 


laying, We were not ſo before they came.“ 


Ks 
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1 have given you the ſenſe of a ſtranger on a 
fingle paragraph of this addrefs, becauſe I ſuſ- 
my own opinion of it, till I found it thus 
confirm'd—If you have the news- papers con- 
taining the addreſs, your own good ſenſe will lead 
you to make ſome other remarks upon it, as well 
as to trace the influence under which it feems to 
have been'penntd. The diſturbers of vur peace 
take great adyantage of ſuch aids from people in 
office and power The lieutenant governor has 
cemmunicated to me your letter containing an 
account of the debates in parliament on the firft 
day of che ſeſſion + We ſoon expect iheir deciſion 
dn American aFairs,fome T doubt not with fear and 
trembling—Yet 1 hate very lately had occaſion 
to know, that bethe determination of parliament 
what it will, it is the determination ef ſome to 


. 


agree to n6 terms that ſhall remoye ns from our 
old foundation. This confirms me in an opinion 
that 1 have taken up. a long time fince, that if 
* be n) way to take off the original incendi- 
Mes, they will continue to inſtill their poiſon in- 
to Me minds of the people through the vehicle 
of the BOSTON GAZETTE. 
In your letter to the lieutenant gevernor you 
obſerve two defects in our eonſtitution, the 
popular eleftion of the Council, and the return 
of Juries by the Towns, The firſt of theſe a- 
- riſes from the Charter itſelf; the latter from our 
| provincial Laws. The method of appcinting our 
Grand Juries lies open to management. Whoe- 
ver pleaſes, nominates them at our town-meet- 
ings; by this means one who was ſuppos'd to be 
a principal in the Riots of the roth of June laſt, 
was upon that Jury whole bulineſs it was to in- 
qulre 
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ire, i But the provincial | 
quire, into, them: But . elbe 


hath made ſufficient proviſion for ih TY of 
Petit Junes by their a& of .23d Geo. 2d, which 
requires the ſeveral towns to take liſts of all per» 
ſons liable by law to ſerve, and forming them ig» 
to two claſſes, put their names written on feparate 
papers into two different boxes, one for the ſu- 
perior court and the-other for the inferior: And 
when veniries are iſſued, the number therein re- 
quired are to be drawn out in open town» meet · 
ing, no perſon to ſerve oftner than onee in three 
years The method of appointing Grand Juries 
appears indeed defecive; but if the other is not 
it may be imputed to the times rather than to the 
defect of the laws that neither the Grand Ju- 
ries nor the Pexit Jurjes have of late anſwered the 
expectations of government, 
As to the appointment of the council, I am 
of opinion that neither the popular elections in 
this province, nor their appointment in what are 
called the royal goveraments by the King's man- 
damus, are free from exceptions, eſpecially. 
council as a legillative body is intended tower 
the idea of the houſe of lords in the Brittth le - 
giſlature. There they are ſuppos'd to be a free 
and independent body, and on their.being ſuch 
the ſtrength and firmneſs of the canſlitution does 
very much depend: whereas the election or ap- 
pointmeat of the councils in the manner before 
mentioned renders them altogether dependent on 
their conſtituenis. The King is the fountain of 
honour, and as ſuch the peers of the realm derive 
their honours from him; but then they hold 
them by a ſorer tenure than the provincial coun- 
felogs who are appointed by mandamus. On 
| 2 the 
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che other hand, our popular tleaions very often 
expoſe them to contempt; for nothing is more 
common, than for the fepreſentatives, when th 
find the council a little untractable at the cloſe 
of the year, to remind them that May is at hand. 
It may be accounted by the eglonies as dan- 
gerous to admit of any alterations in their charters, 
as it is by the governors in the chureh to make 
| any in the eftabliſhment-; yet to make the re- 
| ſemblance as near as may be to the Britiſh pars 
liament, ſome alteration is neceſſary. | 
W - It is not requiſite that I know of, that a 
| counſellor ſnou'd be a freeholder; his reſidence 
according to the! charter is a ſufficjent quilifica- 
tion; for that provides only, that he be an inha- 
bitatit of or proprĩetòr of lands within the diſtrict 
for which he is choſen : whereas the peers of 
the realm ſit in the hovſe of lords, as J take it, 
in virtue of their baronies, If there ſhou!d be a 
reform of any of the colony charters with a view 
18088 up the reſemblance of the three eſtates 
in gend, te legiſlative council ſhou'd- conſiſt 
of of landed eſtates; but as our landed 
eſtates here are fmall at preſent, the yearly value 
of J. too ſterling per annum might in ſome of 
them at leaſt be a ſufficient qualification, As our 
ellates are partable after the deceaſe of the pro- 
prietor, the Honour could not be continued in 
families as in England: It might however be con- 
tinued in the appointee quam diu bene ſe peſſern, 
and proof be required of ſome mal - practice be- 
fore a faſpenſion or removal. Bankruptcy al ſo 
might be another ground for removal. A ſmall 
legiflative council might anſwer the purpoſes of 
government; but it might tend to weaken that 
levelling 


L 
levelling principle, which is cheriſh'd by the pre- 


fent popular conſtitution, to have an honqrary 
order eſtabliſh'd, out of which the council fhou'd 
be appointed. There is no way now to put a 
man of fortune above the common level, and 

exempt him from being choſen by the people 

into the lower offices, but his being appoimted a 
juſtice of the peace; this is frequently done when 

there is no kind of expectation of his undertak- 

ing the truſt, and has its inconveniences. For 

remedy hereof it might be expedient to have an 

order of Patricians or Eſquires inſtituted, to be 

all men of fortune or good landed eſtates, and 
appointed by the governor with the advice of 

council; and enroll'd in the ſecretary's office, 

who ſhou'd be exempted from the lower offices 

in government as the juſſices now are; and to 

have the legiſlative council . (which in the firſt 

inſtance might be nominated by the Crown) from 

- time to time fill'd up, as vacancies happen out of 
this order of men, who, it the order conſiſted 

only of men of landed eſtates, might elect, as 

the Scottiſh peers do, only reſerving to theKing's 

governor a negative on ſuch choice. The King 

in this caſe wou'd be ſtill acknowledged as the 

fountain of honour, as having in the firſt inſtance 

the appointment of the perſons enroll'd, out of 

' whom the council are to be chofen, and finally 

having a negative on the choice. Or, the King 

might have the immediate appointment by man- 

» damus as at preſent in the royal governments. 

As the gentlemen of the council would rank 

above the body from which they are taken, they 

might bear a title one degree above that of eſquire. 

Peſides this legiſlative council, a privy council 

| mighe 
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woght be eftabIiſh'd,: te conſiſt of forme or all of 
rhoſe perſons who conſtitute the legiſlative goun- 
eil,and of other perſus members of the houſe of 
repreſentatives or otherwiſe of note or diſtinction; 
which wou*d extend the honours of government, 
and afford tunity of diſtinguiſhing men of 
character and reputation, the expectation of which 
wou'd make t more reſpectable. 
I wow'd not trouble you with theſe reveries 
of mine, were 1 not aſſured of your readineſs 
to forgive the communication, although you 


could it to no ; * 
Mr. er ſent me a let under a blanc 
over, intituled, be the nation”. I run 
over it by myſelf before I had heard any one 
mention it, and tho't I cou'd evidently mark the 
ſentiments of ſome of my friends. By what I 
have ſince heard and ſeen, ic looks as if I was 
not miſtaken. Your right honorable friend I 
truſt will not be offended if I call him mine— 
I am ſure you will not when I term you ſuch 
Ithave ſettled it for a long time in my own mind 
that without a repreſentation in the ſupreme le- 
giſlature, there cannot be that union between the 
head and the members as to produce a healthful 
conſtitution of the whole body. I have doubted 
Whether this union could be perfected by the 
firſt experiment. The plan here exhibited ſeems 
o be formed in generous and moderate princi- 
ples, and bids the faireſt. of any I have yet ſeen 
to be adopted. Such a great delign may as in 
painting require frequent rouching before it be- 
comes a piece highly finiſh'd ; and after all may 
require the miliorating hand of time to make it 
pleaſe univerſally. Thus the Britiſh conſſitu- 
| tion 


33 
non conſider'd as without the colonies attain'd 
ir's glory, The book I had ſent me is in ſueh 
- chat I have not _ —— it 

ng enou me, to conſider it in all its parts. 
1 Ain un i bog it is receiv d in the honfe of 
commons. I find. by the publications both of 
povetnor Pownall and Mr. Bollan, that they each 
of them —4 the idea of an umon and repre- 
fentation, and I think it muſt more and more 
prevail. The argument againſt ir from local in- 
eonvemiency, muſt as it appears to me be more 
than balanc'd by greater inconveniencies on the 
other fide the queſtion, the ye difficulty = 
be in tv capa of union.— I add no more, as 
fear I have already treſpaſs d much on your 
time and patience, but that I am, 
Sir, your obliged and moſt $ 

- "obedient humble Servant, K 

Andw« Oliver. | d 


New-York, 12th Auguſt, 1769. 
bad _ 1 R, 


1 HAVE been in this city for ſome time paſt 
| executing (with others) his Majeſty's com- 
miflion for ſettling the boundary *betweenghis 
province and that of New-Jerſey. I left 
the 1tth July, ſince which my advices from 
London have come to me very imperfect; but 
as my friend Mr. Thompſon writes me that he 
had drawn up my caſe and with your approba- 
tion laid it before the PD. of Grafton, I chink it 
: needful 
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needful once more to memtion this. buſineſs t6 
al ©. en bel Ae N g 
There was a time when. hougl the ant 
rity of government might have been eaſiſy re- 
ſlored; but while it's friends and the officers, of 
the crown are left to an, abject; dependance, on 
theſe very people who are yaderguuning. its aut 
thoriiy; and while, theſe are ſuffered not onl i 
o unpuniſhed, but on the contrary by al 
Find of ſupport and encouragement; it cannot 
be expected that you will ever again recover that 
teſpect which the colonies had been wont to pa 
do the parent ſtate. Government at home wi 
deceive itſelf, if it imagines that the taking off 
ö the duty on glaſs, paper and painter's colors will 
| work a reconciliation, and nothing more than this, 
as I can learn, is propoſed in Ld, H's late cir- 
cular letter. It is the principle that is now diſ- 
uted ; the combination againſt importation ex- 
ends to tea, although it comes cheaper than ever, 
as well as to the other forementioned articles. 
In Virginia it is extended lately to wines; and I 
haye beard one of the firſt Jeaders in theſe mea- 
ſures in Bo!ton ſay, that we ſhould never be 
upon a proper, footing 'till all the revenue acts 
from the 15th Charles ad were repealed. Our 
m!cembly in the Maſtachuſetts may have; 
"more illibera] than others in their public meſſages 


e yet we havg ſome people among 
us Hi ho dare to ſpeak %, 0a 2 5 : 
„Bat here I do not find ſo much as one, unleſs it 
— be ſome of the King's ſervants; and yet my bu- 
Jineſs herc leads me io aſſosiate with the | beſt. 
They  uvgiverfally. approve, of the, combipatian 

| #gainſt importing of goods from Great-Britaiv, 

; ee | unleſs 
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use the revende 40s art re 
t ne N. le 1s than af egative 
I br teWhich th Dr 
They ſay expreſly , we * by none made 
ſince our emigration, but ſuch as for qu 
convenience 2 nb to ſubtmit to; Tuch for 
_ ftayo#* 38 that for eftab bing lf 2 2 
e Pl of Rigürs 2 


855 are 'onh 


we b Frog wh . 


985 wen Ute rh mes iu th wee 

7; — * pale myſelf ro 28 ha ? 

Were Ito xe nee 59 hi out of the revenue, 

& to for it. Nor do 1 

cer fifiee? has received the L 260 

ri fot that l and yet che aſſem- 

eld his ufhal grant, muſt 

probably becauſe he has ſuch a warrans 7 the 
cron. 


* 


les, e 


tte 


oF") 
Aud t 


ly have this year wichh 


1 
With . to my hegocitions with Mr. Rd- 
gers, I did i Y 1 our opinion make 
an apology h Nabe for men- 
tioning it, «a nd the e 1 ted it. I hear it has 
been fince taſk d of; but unleſs I could be aſſur- 


ed in one ſhape or other of C. 300 per annum, 
with the other office, I 2 — Suſe to quit 


what I bave. I have no ambition to be dig 
guiſhed, if I am only to be held up as a mark - 


ck popular envy or reſeatment. I was in hopes 
defore now through the intervention of your 
ood offices to have received ſome mark of favor 
rom your good friend; but the time is not yet 
come to expeR ir chrough that channel! I will 


hawever 


= 
* m— — 
— — 2242 ͤ—„VST 2 oY 
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however rely on your friendſhip, whenever vou 
can with propriety appear in forwarding my in- 
tereſt, or preventing apy thing that may prove 
. Ijurious to it. 19% un 9 „ 3 1 Ya 


I Mr. R. 7 jntereſt 1 to obtain the 
ſecretary's place, I ſhall upon receiving proper 
ſecurity think myſelf in honor bound to ſecond 
his views, thobgh I bave none at 4 eſent from 
him but a . A note he formerly wrote me. 
If he is not like to ſucceed, and my ſon Daniel 

could have m N I would be content unleſs 

< affairs take ad erent turn to reſign in his favor, 
whether adminiſtration ſhould think proper to 
; make any further proviſion for me or not. And 
vet I never thought of withdrawing myſelf from 
the ſervice, while there appeared to me any * 


* of my being able to promote it. 


® If 1 habe wrote with freedom, T conſider 1 
am writing to a friend, and that I am pertealy 


SE en wyſelf to, PB „ 


am, wich eat re 
= 0 Sr. 5 7 


= 1 % W. © humble ſervant, 
1 And”. Oliver, d 


{% 1 
Nee SIR, rao rv 


'TY commiſſioners of the cuft ba. . 
with inſult ſinet chen ar 


Boſton, and at Ja have been obliged to Tg 
tefion on board his Mieſty's f 17 
Mr. Halſowell, the comptroller” 

who will have wy honor to Ever" 9 5 he 65 7 Let- 
ter, will inform yol of many partigplars ; he is 
fent by the Boatd With their Nee to. Govern- 
ment. Unleſs we have — two or three 
regiments, 'tis the opinion of all the friends to 
e thatBo ton will be i in | open rebellion, 


an I hs de honor" we be vin te gary 
dees and warmeſt regard, mY 
Dear Sir, 
m _ moſt faithful - 
70 " det — 0 
0 5 571008 


addy no 16s © CHar.1 PAXTON, 


: ”> 
— 4 
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Ots board his- Mjeſly 
Ship 'Romn 


Harbour, 20f 0t1TFoR 
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. Decon. ths ub ih 
"My bn pi". Nie N 
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Bury had. en tian 
˖ n 8 


* 
holds 
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vition 8 « made fe v 
the on 0 on 9255 «bn cceed 
Be chair,” they the x Ho defizous of Ning 


lieutenant vernor,' and in any three 
hundred 1 a year — — to the 

appointment. Nou * ſanſible the appointment 
is in one de aud the grant o money 
in another; how the eee lieutenant governer 
has an alignwon df Cad a year upon the 
cuſtoms here ; he has not received any thing 
from it as yet, and is doubtful if he ſhall; be 
has no doubt of its 15 to the crown, if he has 


the chair; if then by any imereit that ſum 
could be aſſigned to, Mr. Oliver as lientenant 
r ſhould be allowed. (2s. bas | 
u uſual for all lieutenant governors) to hold 
the command of the caſtle, that would be anether 
£100. This would compleat the ſecretary's 
views ; and he thinks his public ſervices, the 
injuries he has received in that fervice, and the 
favorable ſentiments entertained ob him by 
vernment, may lead him to theſe views, and he 
hopes for the intereſt of his friends. I be place 
of ee is worth £.300 a year, but is a 
provincial 


* 


122 } 


241 ſo it will 
ler on: 4 — 
+ plc when I way) in England, and 


8 75 
mo 5 far. as to converſe with, ſeveral men, 
6 tho 1 28 an ee 


141 5 . ene ow 
120 1 Gs 2 72 1 


95 5 e Lia 1 id 1 bY 88 


nd Sr ITT The ſecretary * 
life, * much Fee in health; 


e he wane quit; the more, afhve 
liders this as. a. king, of atiugy cum 
Fc Be from merits one may, thi bi, * 

a Claim to it. Iwill mention to you the "IN 
men, who are acquainted with my views — 


whole, favourable a TN, 20 1 Ne 
o 


wnalf I, and b 


Frar ranklin My ord- e Bowes is not unac- 
quainted with it E have ſhee have been here, 
wrote Mr. Jackſon upon the ſubject, and have 
by dus veſſel wiots Mr. Mauduit. I think my 
character ſtands fair—I have not been without 
application to public affairs, and have acquired 
ſome knowledge of our provincial affairs, and not- 
withſtanding our many free converſations in Eng- 
land, I am conſidered here as on government 
ſide, for which I have been often traduced both 
publickly and privately, and very lately have had 
two or three ſlaps. The governor and lieutenant 
governor: are fully arquainted- with the negoci- 
ation, and I meet their Fame z all is upoij 
the idea the governor is Las for, and Nat 
1a 


e 


f 46 3 


1b any means be'a vacant y bf the Retr.” go 
ettlo hace 1 have gone 16 far” as t6 ſay 16 
ſome of my Giebcl, that Sade than not ſu ceed 
] would apes to pay the wy th; 10⁰ * * 


dut of the office to make up 
tould obtain only ihje aſſignmie Do 
the diger pr I Woul ks | fo melt 2 


—— 1 2 Know og 1055 to make fot 
ubling you __—_— the fert 
you ſhewed me D de favourable 


expreſſions you made uſe of to che Leut. governor 
in in my bet f encourage me, beſides z fort of 

ch en men to think what the 
5 to bleu I ſubmit myſelf to the enquirie 
of Red i countrymen in Evgland, bur. 1 


matter ny de ſecrer . it is 
A 1 fo dy t reſpect and reg 
A. * 1 e 
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on rue V Juit' 16, 1773, the 

| Houſe of R Repreſentatives by a 

very Majority came into 
the wing RE SOLE S, 

_ poi che Letters that had been 

Aid before them on Wedneſday 


3 of the 2 


Regt 907 


un: oa the Wie Fe 


ight highly injurious to this 
Prince and the Perſons_againſt whom 
they were wrote, [SY N REN 


92877775 uo 
3 N 7 


| 


7 
] 
\ 
| 


( 2 ] 


Refolved, That though the Letters 
aforefiid, Bgned Tho.” Eurobinſon, ire fad 
by the Governor in his Meſlage to this 
Houſe of June th, to be private Let- 
ters wrote to a Gentleman in on, ſince 
deceaſed,” and * that all except the laſt 
were wrote many Months before he came 
to the Chair; yet they were wrote 
by the preſent Governor, when he was 
Lieutenant Governor and Chief Juſtice 
of this Province; who has been repre- 
ſented abroad, as eminent for his Abilities 
as for his exalted Station ; and was under 
no official Obligation to tranſmit Intelli- 
ence of ſuch Matters as are contained in 
110 Letters: And that they therefore 
muſt be conſidered by thePerſon to whom 
they were ſent, as Documents of ſolid In- 
telligence: And that this Gentleman in 
ondon to whom they were wrote, was 
then a Member of the Britiſh Parliament, 
and one who was very active in American 
Affairs; and therefore that theſe Letters 
however ſecretly wrote, muſt naturally be 
ſuppoſed to have, and really had a public 
Operation. 27 
Neſalved, That theſe © private Let- 
ters“ being wrote “ with expreſs Con- 
ſidence of Secrecy,” was only to prevent 
the Contents of them being known here, 
as appears by ſaid Letters; and this ren- 
dered them the more injurious in their 


Tendericy and really mfidiouss Reſolved, 


ed, 


8 

1 3 1 5 
© Reſolved, That the Letters ſigned The. 
{ Lo. s ö 2 2 w - am 
Hutchmiſon and thoſe ſigned Aud Over, 
conſidering. the Perſons, by whom they 
were wrote, the Matters they expteſly 
contain, the $4 575 Reference in ſome 
f them for full Intelligence to Mr, 


the . Meaſures ſo much complained of, and 
recommendatory N otices of divers ' other 
Perſons whoſe Emoluments ariſing from 
our public Burdens might excite them to 
unfavourable 'Repreſentation .of us, the 
Meaſures they ſuggeſt, theTemper in which 
they were” wrote, the Manner in which 
they were ſent, . and the Perſon to whom 
they were addreſſed; had a natural and 

fficacious Tendency to interrupt and ali- 
enate the Aſſections of our moſt gracious 
Sovereign King George the Third, from 
this his loyal and affeHionate Province; 
to deſtroy. that Harmony add Good-Will 
between Great- Britain and this Colony, 
which. every Friend to either would wiſh 
to eſtabliſh ; to excite the Reſentment of 


the Britiſh Adminiſtration, againſt this Pro- 


' vince ; to defeat the Endeavours of our 


Agents and Friends to ſerve us by a fair 


Repreſentation of our State of Grievances; 
to prevent our humble and repeated Peti- 


tions from having the deſired effect; 


ad to produce the ſevere and deſtructive 
Aa f 


Mcaſures 
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allowell, a Perſon deceply: intergſted in 
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Mealures which 


been. taken a 
og n+ Frag ot wr Nill "rave 
wich have beck roamed. OT. 
, As theOpinion of 1555 
Tha it clearly a ſrom the Letter 
aforeſaid, ſigned 7 ba. Nutchin/on and 4 


Over, that it was the Deſire and Endea- 
vour of the Writers. of them, that a 


Acts of the Britiſh Parliament for raifin 
1 Revenue In America, might be cart 
into Rffect by Milita 18 add by in- 
woducing a Heat and rwy into this bis 
Majeſty's floyd! Province, to ” atimidate the 
Minds ot his Subjects here, and prevent 
every <ooltirrtonal eaſure to Oblain the 
x arch of thoſe Acts, fo juſtly eſteemed a 
evance to us, aud to ſupprefs the very 
N Spiric of Freedoin. 
73h That it is theOpipidn of this 
Houſe, that as the Salarjcs lately appointed 
for thaGoyernor, Lieutenant Governor, 
and Judges of this Province, directly re- 
ugnant to the Charter and ſubverfive of 
Juſtice, are funded on this Revenue ; and 
3s thele Letters were wrote with a Deſign, 
Asad had a Tendyney to romote and ſup- 
pote har chat Revenge, thH#tfofe, there is great 
| Reafon to ſuppoſe the Writers of thoſe 
Letters were oh know ing to, ſuggeſted 
ind promoted the enacting ſaid Revenue 
Ace, and the Eſtabliſnments funded on 
the ſara. N Keſelved, 


I 0 4, 
. Reſaſves, oath Fogg — 
theſe Letters ſig 
cen thus exering 17 go 
cookdrariglCorren ene 10 introduce 
Meaſures deirydtine of "hr . 
Liberty ; he has beea;praQti 
thod among the Peop 
40 fix ig their Minde an L. Grinder 
his warmeſt Affection for them, and 
is unremitted Endeavours to 4 — 
their beſt Intereſt at the Court W 
Britain. 
 Refolucd, As teOpinion of thisHouſs, 
| That by comparing | theſe Letters ſigned 
Tho. Hutchinſon with tho bgned) Aude 
- Oliver, Cha. Paxton and ; Rogers, 
and conſidering what has fince in Fact 
taken Place conformable thereto, that 
there have been for many Years paſt Mea 
ſures contemplated, and \Plan f formed, by 
à Set of Men bora and CE ( 
us, to raiſe their awn Foctunes and ad- 
vance themſelves to Polts of Honor and 
| Profit, not only to the Deſtructian of the 
Charter and — of chis Province, 
but at the Expence of the Rights and Li- 
berties of the American WP 
, is further the Opinion of this Houſe, 
that the faid Perſons have been. ſome. of 
the chief Inſtruments | in the Introduction 
of a Military Force into the Province to 
5 carty 
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Uriy their 


= nell fo or three Rogiments, 114 


l 
© 1 J and 


therefore Hey hay been not ofily gf reatly 
inſtrumenital © diſturbing the Peace anc 


Tones of the Government, and i 


ng and promoting & preat Diſcord and An 
Sb, reer 80 ly chargeable wi 
the great darch Los of Morals, and al 
that Confuſion, Miſery and Bloodſhed, 
which have becn'the navirgl Effects of hs 
TarroduQion of Troo | 

' Whereas for many 42 pa, Meaſure. 
heve been taken by 325 Britiſh 225 
tion, v vous f od cople of 
this Sth "which 7 TA Houſe have 
2079 5 — to Prof, Wy, promoted, if 

re: jean 5 6 the Writers of 

flers ; 2 7 maty Efforts habe been 
— 5 by the 7 cople to 27. the Redreſs 
of their Grievances : ' Reſolved, 

That it app rd this Houſe, that the 
Writers of GL tters have availed them- 
Fe bf Diforders that naturally ariſe In 

free Government under ſuch Opprefli- 
ons, as Arguments to prave, that it was 
_originally neceſſary 5 caſures ſhonld 

ve been taken, and iat they ſhould 
pow be continued and increaſed. © 

Whereas in the Letler ſigned Cha. Pax- 


g tod, dated Boſton· Harbour, June 2 28.1768, 


it it expreſly declared that * "unleſs we bave 
the 


15701. 


the Opmon of. all the Friends of _Govert- 
ment, at Bol on Will bein open Rebellion. 

Reſobved, That this is a moſt wicked 
and, injurious Repreſentation, defign'd to 
inflame the Minds of his Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters and the Nation, and to excite in the 
Breaſt of our Sovereign a Jealouſy of his 
| loyal Subjects of faid Town, without the 
leaſt Grounds therefor, as Enemics of his 
_ Majeſty's Perſon and Government. 

15 hereas certain Letters figned by tu * 
private Perſons, viz, Thomas Moffat 
George Rome, have been laid before the 
FTouſe, which Letters contain manyMatters 
highly injurious to Government and to the 
national Peace : 

- Reſolved, That it has been a Misfor- 
tune of this Government from the earlieſt 
Period of it, from Time to Time, to be 
ſecretly traduced and maliciouſly repre- 
ſented to the Britiſh Miniſtry, by Perſons 
who were neither friendly to this Colony, 
nor to the Engliſh Conſtitution. 

Refolved, That this Houſe have juſt 
Reaſon to complain of it as a, very great 
Grievance, that the humble Petitions and 
Remonſtrances of the Commons of this. 
Province are, not allowed to reach the 
Hand of our moſt gracious Sovereign, 
metry becauſe they are preſented by an; 

gent.to whole Appointment, the Goyer- 
nor, 
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doth not cbuſent; white the par- 


before Adminiſtration, arrended t 6, ah! 
determined upoti, . Fer the 1ny hty 


| | : 2 this Province ; and to pray that his 


| forever from the 
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ft 1 8 
whom obt chief Diſpute miy' 4 


nal and infftmatory Laters of Ihdividu- - 
als, ho ae: Fend inteteſtecl in ie Re“ 
venue AQs and ide Meüfures täkefl t 
earty chem into Execution, bave been Kit 


of the Reputation of the People, bol to; 

26 * epriving ' them of cher invaluable 
Rights * Liberties. 

herraus thit Hogſe are humbly'of Opi-* 


mon, that bit Mijefty will judge it to be 


with the Intereft of his Crown 
and the Prace and Safety of . eo Peo- 
ple of this his lay P ovine; that Per. 


it ſhould be . it Plates of bigh 


Truft an Authority in it, who art known 
fo have; with great Induſtry ry, tho” fetretly,. 
endeavoured to undermine,” alter and over- 
throw the E the Province ff 
Therefore, 31 DEG3 © 
Fc K. That this Houſe is bound 10 
Duty to the King and their CORN 
kombly to hne to his Majelty, the 
Conduct of his Excellency 2 — utch- 
inſon, Eſq; Governor: and the Honorable 
es Oliver ,Elq; Licutenant Governor 


Majeſty would be pleaſed to remove them 
overnment thereof. 


